
By BLADE® staff

Technology and advanced weap-
onry have revolutionized the way 
wars are fought, but they mean 

little when the enemy hides in neighbor-
hoods among innocent people. Such was 
the case in Fallujah, Iraq, a little over 
a year ago. That battle was waged one 
house at a time.

At approximately 5 p.m. on Nov. 12, 
2004, Sgt. Jacob Knospler, United States 
Marine Corps, squad leader in the First Pla-
toon, Bravo Company, and two others were 
clearing a house in the heart of Fallujah.

It was Jake’s turn to be the lead.
As he opened the door in an upper 

room, an insurgent unleashed a gre-
nade. Shrapnel from the explosion ripped 
through the valiant Marine’s face. Enter-
ing about 1 inch below and 1 inch in front 
of his left ear, the shrapnel blasted out his 
palate and most of his upper teeth, and 
exited through the top right side of his 
cheek. A piece of something—no one 
seems to know if it was bone or shrap-
nel—shot upward behind the sergeant’s 
right eye and lodged in the frontal lobe 
of his brain.

Despite the massive injuries, Jake 
was able to walk to the medevac and even 
joked about not being “pretty” anymore. 
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Commissioned for Sgt. Jacob Knospler by 
his parents, Richard and Patty Wood, the 
Purple Heart knife and sheath combination 
was made by J. and Tess Neilson. J. forged 

the blade out of 400 layers of damas-
cus—including a piece of shrapnel 

from Operation Desert Storm—with 
a cutout in the shape of the Purple 

Heart at the ricasso. The handle 
is tiger maple dyed purple. 

Tess adorned the sheath 
with a representation of 

the Purple Heart medal.

President George W. Bush presents the President George W. Bush presents the 
Purple Heart to Sgt. Jacob Knospler on Purple Heart to Sgt. Jacob Knospler on 
the sergeant’s birthday—Dec. 11, 2004.the sergeant’s birthday—Dec. 11, 2004.
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Once he arrived in Baghdad, the swelling 
of his brain required that he undergo a cra-
niotomy. A portion of his cranium was re-
moved, exposing his brain, and was sewn 
into his abdomen for the hurried trip to 
Germany. The operation saved his life.

By noon the next day, he was in a hos-
pital in Germany. His condition was what 
the Marine Corps termed “serious.” His 
parents soon came to realize that the term 
really meant “critical,” with an expecta-
tion of death. Jake lay in a coma for 22 
days while, in addition to his injuries, his 
body battled meningitis and septicemia. 
His family could only watch and pray as 
Jake struggled to survive. Meanwhile, the 
neurologists had no idea what the damage 
to the sergeant would be—if  he survived.

On the 22nd day it was clear that Jake 
not only would survive, but within hours he 
was able to operate a computer and write 
letters to his wife. His family will always 
have vivid memories of that day, though 
the fi rst day that Jake actually remembers 
after the coma was Dec. 11. That was the 
day President George W. Bush came to his 
bedside and presented him with the Purple 
Heart. Appropriately enough, it was also 
the sergeant’s birthday.

The Knife
Jake’s parents, Richard and Patty Wood, 
chose to commemorate their son’s heroic 
action and survival by commissioning a 

“Purple Heart” knife/sheath for him. They 

Sometime before he was wounded, Sgt. 
Jacob Knospler, United States Marine 
Corps, 1st Battalion, 8th Marines, 2nd 
Marine Division, gives the thumbs-up 
sign somewhere in Iraq.

Purveyors and Collectors 
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Why do purveyors and collectors buy knives from
me? Because I search the field constantly for the
best in art knives: at major knife shows, on the
web, collectors’ estates, eBay, and directly from
makers. I buy only the best. I also work with master
makers co-designing singular knives. 
This year’s winners: Best Art Knife Collaboration at
the 2005 Blade Show and the Cronk Award at the
2005 Guild Show.
Several times a year, I search my personal collection of over 400 knives (I
simply can’t resist the artistry and buy too many knives). I select 50 to 70
knives I am no longer madly in love with and place these knives on my Web
site. I buy right. I sell right.
People say I have an eye for art knives of enduring aesthetic value. This
year, knives from my collection were chosen to appear on two Blade
Magazine covers. I know quality assures lasting financial value.
I add 60 or so knives to my Web site three or four times a year, then I send
an e-mail notice to my secure list of collectors and purveyors. Do you want
to be on my e-mail list? Simply e-mail your request to me. Good things are
coming up. Don Guild

GET ON MY LIST NOW 
don@guildknives.com

wwwwww.GUILDKNIVES.com.GUILDKNIVES.com

Distribution in USA.

Blue Ridge Knives.
E-mail:onestop@blueridgeknives.com
TEL:(276)783-6143. FAX:(276)783-9298.

MOKI KNIFE COMPANY LTD.
Web Site:http://www.moki.co.jp
PO BOX25,Seki City,Gifu Pref.,JAPAN.501-3224

Ever since our foundation in 1907,we have
been producing high quality knives with 
original design and high precision.
Backed by our proud history of almost 
100 years, every one of our handmade
knife is made for unmatched
"Sharpness and durability".

HAND MADE  KNIFE

soldiers’ knivessoldiers’ knives
soldiers’ knives

PurpleHeart.indd   52PurpleHeart.indd   52 2/7/06   1:18:15 PM2/7/06   1:18:15 PM




